Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


3. 

F  4  &  / 


■BOB***  .k-  -  •  «• 


*f(^A  UTH TED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICUtTUR^  t-gRlM  '  ( 

PRODUCTION  AND .MARKETING  ADMINI3TR&TI0TT  "' 

Fiold  Service  Branch    I       (J^£ltf~'  ! 
State  College,  Few  Mexico  I 

October  4,  1946  ^^T*«*^»"^1 

A  C  A        FAR  M       N  E  W  S  l^^,,,,  ■  ■ 

GOVERNMENT  TC  SBLL  GRASS  AND  CLOVER  SEED 
Over  12  million  pounds  of  Sudan  grass  seed,  from  the  1944  crop,  arc  avail- 
able for  sale  according  to  an  announcement  from  the  Grain  Branch  of  the  Com- 
modity Credit  Corporation*    Tho  Sudan  grass  seed  is  now  being  rotcsted  and  will 
be  rcofforcd  for  sale  next  month  at  a  little  over  7f(  per  pound,  f.o.b.  storago 
point,  Kansas  City,  Missouri.    C,  V.  Hemphill,  Diroctor  of  the  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration,  in  releasing  this  information,  said  that  tho  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  also  has  a  large  stock  of  Lespodeza  Kobe  of  the  1945  crop, 
which  is  available  at  cost  or  about  16^  per  pound,  and  over  a  quarter-million 
pounds  of  Alycc  Clover  of  the  1945  crop  at  26p'  per  pound,  both  prices  f»o»b« 
storago  point,  Kansas  City,  Missouri.    In  addition,  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
has  about  72  thousand  pounds  of  top  quality  Ladino  Clover  seed  from  the  1945 
crop  available  at  Cl»50  per  pound,  f.o.b.  storage  point,  Portland,  Oregon. 
These  seeds  have  been  acquired  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  under  the 
Hay  and  Pasture  Seed  Loan  Frcgrans,  Mr.  Hemphill  said.     They  are  for  sale  in 
lots  corresponding  to  the  quantity  shown  on  individual  warehouse  receipts  or 
in  carlots.    Inquiries  for  Sudan  grass,  Lespodeza  Kobe,  and  Alyce  Clover  should 
be  directed  to  the  Director,  Grain  Branch,  Unitod  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, 1004  Baltimore  Avenue,  Kansas  City  13,  Missouri,  and  for  Ladino  Clover  seed 
to  the  Director,  Grain  Branch,  Unitod  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Eastern 
Outfitting  Building.  Portland  5,  Oregon. 
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SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE  VjgjWS  "THE  MONTHS  AHEAD" 

Here  is  the  price  score  for  farmers  in  the  months  ahead,  as  seen  by  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  Anderson: 

"Congress  directed  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  recommend  now.  ceilings 
when  ceilings  in  force  impede  production.    ***Cciling  prices  do  not  seem  to  bo 
impeding  the  needed  production  of  any  agricultural  commodity,  and  wo  in  the 
Department  feel  that  price  adjustments  are  now  behind  us  and  that  there  should 
be  few  if  any  additional  recommendations  for  upward  ceiling  prices* 

"Some  adjustments,  of  course,  may  become  necessary.    The  lav;  may  require 
seme  duo  to  changes  in  parity  rates  and  the  like.    But,  barring  entirely  unfore- 
seen circumstances  which  might  affect  agricultural  production,  these  are  about 
the  only  price  adjustments  contemplated,  and  wiiatevor  they  may  bo  or  when  they 
come,  they  will  be  held  to  the  minimum  required  by  law.*.. 

"The  period  ahead  will  be  difficult  at  best.    Farmers  have  a  stake  in  the 
home  market  whic':-  they  must  not  jeopardize.     ***Thoy  can  help  themselves  capture 
more  of  the  home  market  by  doing  their  part  in  seeing  reasonable  prices  main- 
tained for  full  production,  by  making  sure  that  America  loses  none  of  its  love 
for  nourishing  food,  and  by  avoiding  restrictions  on  production  by  inviting 
constantly  greater  consumption  at  every  table  in  the  land." 

SUGAR  SUPPLIES  BELOW  DBHAHD 
■.'.hilc  increased  U.  3.  sugar  production  this  fall  brightens  the  supply 
picture,  ^-respective  supplies  for  1947  remain  below  the  expected  demands.  Pro- 
duction estimates  for  194-6-47  indicate  an  output  of  arcund  30  million  tons  of 
sugar,  10  percent  above  last  year  but  13  porcont  below  the  prewar  average. 
While  this  country  probably  will  get  more  sugar  in  1947,  the  Nation's  sweet- 
tooth  demands  seem  likely  to  exceed  the  supply. 
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FARMERS  COULD  USE  MORE  FERTILIZER 

Farmers  could  use  mere  fertilizer  for  their  1947  crops  than  they  arc  likely 
to  got  although  they  will  be  getting  more  fertilizer  than  ever  before,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  reports.    Supplies  of  fertilizers  available  to  farmers  for 
1947  crops  arc  o::pected  to  fall  short  of  requirements  by  about  15  percent  for 
nitrogen,  17  percent  for  phosphorus,  and  six  percent  for  potash.    In  less  than 
10  years,  farmers  have  doubled  their  use  of  fertilizers,  and  much  of  this  gain 
resulted  from  the  assistance  and  oncouragoment  given  by  the  Agricultural  Conser- 
vation Program  since  1936. 

Fertilizers  havo  come  to  play  a  vital  part  in  American  farming.     They  arc 
essential  to  conservation  farming  since  they  help  to  establish  and  maintain 
stands  of  grass,  legumes,  and  other  plant  cover  which  provent  water  run-off  and 
hold  fertility  in  the  soil.    The  increased  uso  of  fertilizer  in  farming  means 
that  it  has  oomc  to  be  recognized  more  as  a  capital  investment  than  as  an  expense 
to  bo  paid  bad:  by  returns  from  the  current  crop.    In  the  agricultural  reconver- 
sion years  immediately  ahead,  wo  shall  need  large  amounts  of  fertilizer  to  re- 
store the  fertility  drained  by  heavy  cropping,  v;hich  was  forced  by  emergency 
wartime  demands  for  food  and  oils. 

RECENT  YEARS  PUT  FAT  ON  AGRICULTURE'S  RIBS 


American  agriculture  was  worth  |101«S  billion  at  the  beginning  of  1946,  a 
gain  cf  nearly  IE  percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  about  90  percent  more  than  on 
January  1,  1040.    Farm  real  estate  accounted  for  $56.6  billion,  other  physical 
assets  made  §24»9  billion,  and  financial  assets  of  farm  operators  more  than  ^20 
billion.    Financial  assets  of  farmers  wore  estimated  to  include  about  s?14  billion 
in  deposits  and  currency,  $5  billion  in  Viar  Bends,  and  $1  billion  in  investments 
in  cooperatives .    Total  farm  mortgage  debts  again  declined  during  1945,  but  to  a 
less  extent  than  in  other  recent  years  since  farm  mortgage  debt  increased  in 
20  States.  (MNRE) 
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LATEST  US DA  FORECASTS  ON  POULTRY  AND  EGGS 
The  USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  forecasts  the  following  poultry 
and  cpg  outlook  for  1947:    Higher  prices  for  eggs,  a  drop  in  turkey  and  chicken 
prices  after  mid-1947,  ogg  consumption  will  drop,  egg  production  6  to  9  percent 
less  than  in  1946,  and  egg  exports  to  drop  to  about  two  percent  of  total  produc- 
tion compared  with  11  percent  of  production  during  the  war. 

DECONTROL  PROCEDURE  OUTLINED  BY  US DA 
Petitions  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  decontrol  of  agricultural 
commodities  currently  under  maximum  prices  must  bo  filed  by  an  official  Industry 
Advisory  Committee  appointed  by  the  Administrator  of  the  Office  of  Price  Adminis- 
tration.   A  statement  issued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  further  states  that 
these  petitions  for  docontrol  must  be  based  on  the  grounds  that  supplies  arc 
sufficient  to  moot  requirements.    If  the  petition  is  denied,  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittco  may  request  a  hearing,  and  if  the  petition  is  still  denied,  the  Committee 
may  appeal  to  the  Price  Decontrol  Board.     The  Board's  decision  is  final. 
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